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	Key words (at least 5) in context:

1. Conviction: Although Mel reacted to his strict upbringing with rebellious antics, he witnessed in his father the power of absolute conviction.

2. Deflect: When his goal was now clear, Gibson’s natural boldness was often deflected into senseless confrontations.

3. Talent: To his bewilderment, however, his talent was seen as secondary to his looks.

4. Struggle: From 1983 to 1985, he starred in five movies back-to-back, but he was struggling with his newfound celebrity.

5. Rejuvenate: The sheer normality of each day rejuvenated Gibson.

6. Challenge: Today, in following his own vision, Mel Gibson continues to challenge and upset Hollywood’s expectations.

7. Contribute: “He has so many incredibly creative ideas and he’s always contributing,” says Glover.

8. Brave: But they will also be further testaments to the quality that sets Mel Gibson apart: his brave heart.



	Main idea:

The key to Mel Gibson’s success is the courage to confound expectations, and the power of absolute conviction. In a word, the quality that truly sets him apart is his brave heart.



	Summarize the text in your own words (at least 8 sentences):

What do you think is the key to Mel Gibson’s success? A glimpse at his past will show us. He was born the sixth of 11 children. His father was a devout Catholic who brought his children up under strict rules. Being a rebel was one way for Mel to ensure that he not get lost in such a large brood, but at the same time he saw for himself the power of absolute self control. His natural boldness later on brought him success by overcoming obstacles no one thought he could. His sense of self-control assisted him in quitting alcohol and coping well with fame. Unlike most Hollywood superstars, Mel maintains a healthy and normal life, and does not even consider divorce. He is a contributing actor and later on proved himself a talented director. He made attempts while critics stood by ready to watch him fail, but succeeded after hard work. Every one of his successes is nonetheless a testimony of the quality that sets Mel Gibson apart: his brave heart.



	Memorable sentences:

1. Once again Mel Gibson has demonstrated the trait that has meant the most to his career: the courage to confound expectations.
2. Although Mel reacted to his strict upbringing with rebellious antics, he witnessed in his father the power of absolute conviction. Today that legacy is a big part of his own backbone.
3. That, and the almost constant separation from his family--which had swelled with the births of twin sons Edward and Christian in 1982, and William two years later--seemed to put him over the edge.
4. The sheer normality of each day rejuvenated Gibson.
5. With his demon no longer victimizing him, Gibson was now ready to take no one of the most improbable roles of his career: Shakespeare's Hamlet.
"If they give you ruled paper, write the other way."
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